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In the summer of 2007 the NH 
Division of Historical Resources 

will offer two archaeological �eld 
schools, one on the upper Merrimack 
River and the other on the Seacoast.  
Members of the public are welcome, 
with a lower age limit of 16 years old 
and a commitment of at least two 
weeks on the �eld school.  

The 2007 �eld school will focus 
on several hundred acres of alluvial 
terraces on the Merrimack River on 
the Webster Farm National Historic 
Landmark in Franklin, NH.  The  
Farm--recently protected with 
agricultural, conservation and historic 
preservation easements--is the 
location of a variety of archaeological 
sites including a mid-18th century 
fort, pioneer homesteads, Contact 
period Native American sites and 
Late Prehistoric sites.  The goals of 
the �eld school include locating and 
mapping these archeological sites with 
an array of remote sensing, GPS and 
GIS techniques along with rigorous 
archaeological reconnaissance methods 
including systematic shovel testing.  

Webster Farm, Franklin NH.

This setting holds archaeological 
data that bridges the Late Prehistoric 
through the late 18th century historic 
era and has the potential to reveal one 
of the most dynamic transitions in the 
state�s history.  

The �eld school is co-sponsored 
by the NH Division of Historical 
Resources under the State 
Conservation and Rescue Archaeology 
Program (SCRAP) and Plymouth 
State University.  All �eldwork and 
instruction will be directed by Richard 
Boisvert, NH State Archaeologist 
and Edna Feighner, NHDHR staff 
archaeologist.  Participants can join 
either as volunteers under the State 
Conservation and Rescue Archaeology 
Program (SCRAP) or as credit students 
through Plymouth State University.  

A four week archaeological �eld 
school will be conducted at the site of 
the Field-Bickford Garrison, located 
on Durham Point at the mouth of 
the Oyster River on Little Bay in 
Durham, NH.  The �eld school will 
be conducted under the auspices 
of the NH State Conservation 

In this issue...
We inaugurate a new 

feature, the Historic District 
Commissions Corner, presented 
by Emily Paulus, Preservation 
Planner.  This month�s topic is 
�Top Ten List of Historic District 
Commission No-No’s,� and it has 
been formatted so that it can be 
readily copied from the print or 
online versions of this newsletter 
(http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/
newsletters.html).  Also be sure 
to read Emily�s companion piece, 
�Protecting Historic Resources 
Through Demolition Review.�  If 
you would like to host a meeting 
with Emily in your community, 
contact her at 603-271-6628 or  
Emily.Paulus@dcr.nh.gov.

2007 SCRAP FIELD SCHOOLS 
Richard Boisvert, State Archaeologist

Oyster River Environs  
Archaeology Project.
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Deborah J. Gagne has been 
selected to serve as the DHR�s Grants 
Coordinator.  Deb�s responsibilities 
will be new, but she has already had 
eleven years of DHR experience.  She 
�rst served as Program Assistant for 
the National Register and Preservation 
Tax Incentives programs, and more 
recently became the Program Assistant 
for the Determination of Eligibility 
Committee and the Review and 
Compliance program.  Her broad 
knowledge of the DHR services 
and historic preservation needs and 
networks in New Hampshire will be a 
great asset for the DHR�s own Certi�ed 
Local Government and Moose Plate 
Grants, and for coordinating current 
federal FEMA, HUD/EDI, Preserve 
America, Save America�s Treasures, 
and Transportation Enhancement 
grants administered by the DHR.  Deb 
will also oversee the DHR�s annual 
program grant from the National Park 
Service and other pending grants that 
the DHR is seeking.  In addition, 
she assists the Historic Agricultural 
Structures Advisory Committee, and 
(if HB 239 is enacted) its new barn 
grants.

Deb lives in Pembroke with her 
husband, Al, and their Lab, Riley.  Son 
Jeremy works for an environmental 
protection �rm in Hawaii.

OSW:  How does it feel to be 
Grants Coordinator?  DG:  I�ve wanted 
this position for quite some time.  It�s 
great to be part of the DHR; I can�t 
imagine working anywhere else.   

I hope to make the grant programs 
and procedures as easy as possible.  
I�m anxious to serve the state and to 
make historic preservation even more 
popular.

OSW:  What has surprised you 
most about your new position?  DG:  
The �rst day on the job was the last 
day to submit Moose Plate Grant 
applications.  We received 33--a record 
for our Division!

OSW:  Is there anything you want 
to tell our readers?  DG:  We work 
with a lot of different agencies and 
grants and requirements, so I want to 
be accessible to help applicants and 
our staff.  As with the Review and 
Compliance position, if I don�t know 
the answer to a question I will �nd 
it right away. My new DHR phone 
number is 603-271-3559.
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and Rescue Archaeology Program 
(SCRAP) in cooperation with the 
CRM �rm of Crane and Morrison with 
Craig J. Brown as project coordinator.  
The �eld school is open to the public 
and has the dual goals of investigating 
a highly signi�cant early historic site 
while engaging members of the public 
in professional quality archaeology.  

The Field-Bickford Garrison was 
initially built prior to 1638 as a pioneer 
homestead, ordinary (tavern) and ferry 
landing. It served as a key point of 
entry to the Oyster River Plantation, 
one of the �rst English settlements in 
New Hampshire.  The site was one 
of the forti�ed structures attacked in 
the Oyster River Plantation Massacre 
of 1694. A preliminary inspection of 
the site has identi�ed the probable 
house cellar and artifacts on the 
adjacent shore that date to the period 
in question.  The �eld school will take 
place from June 18 through July 13 and 
consist of a pair of two week sessions.  

For more information on either �eld 
school, contact Richard Boisvert, State 
Archaeologist at richard.a.boisvert@
dcr.nh.gov or by mail at 19 Pillsbury St. 
2nd Floor, Concord, NH 03301-3570.  




